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Introduction  

Hopefully, the reason you have this guide is because you downloaded one of our 
poker bots. If not, please go do so at www.bonusbots.com. The download is free 
and will work for 100 hands before requiring a license purchase.  

The purpose of this ebook is to help you use our product profitably, in a manner 
that both suits you and makes the endeavor worth your while. We believe we are 
selling the best pokerbots on the internet, but if you don’t use them correctly they 
might not do you any good (other than having a really cool toy).  

This guide is not the instructions for your bot! That should have also come 
with your download – it’s a text file. Please locate it, as it will instruct you for both 
using the software and properly adjusting the poker room settings. If you do not 
properly adjust the poker room settings per the instructions the bot will not 
work!  

We have been selling an Omaha/8 bot since late 2006 when we started selling 
online gaming bots. In early 2007 it became clear that the real demand was for a 
Hold’em bot, as that’s where all the action is in online poker. So we started 
building one. This project proved to be much bigger than we ever could have 
anticipated.  

One year later and we are finally releasing it. And it’s not like we dilly-dallied on 
this thing either. It took a year of constant development, testing, and revising 
before we had something we thought was good enough to sell. Our Hold’em bot 
is the cumulative result of an incredible effort like you can’t even imagine.  

And what a result it is! We are very pleased with the final product. It’s quite a bit 
better than any other poker bot you will find for sale out there, and testing has 
shown that it plays better than 95% of all players do at the lower stakes 
games. (This was determined by data-mining and comparing the bot’s results to 
a large sample of other players. As a matter of fact we never even found one 
player whose results were better after 5000+ hands at the lower stakes limit 
games.)  

This bot takes previous round betting action into some of it’s playing decisions. It 
knows how many players are still in the hand, and what it’s current position is. It 
makes wise continuation bets and check-raises in good spots.  
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It also randomizes many of it’s decisions by using card colors. For example, the 
bot may raise or fold in some places depending on whether it’s first hole card is 
black or red. You simply won’t find these kinds of features programmed into other 
commercially-available poker bot. (Of course they didn’t take a year to create, 
either.)  

Just because our Hold’em bot is finished doesn’t mean we are done with it. If we 
find a way to improve upon it’s play even more, we will implement it. We are also 
planning on adding support for more poker rooms. As the product improves, the 
license fee rises. Consequently we see it as a very good investment, whenever 
you happen to purchase it.   

Types of Poker Bots  

There are three basic types of poker bots on the market.  

1. Win Hold’em – this is a product that clicks the correct buttons but doesn’t 
really know what to do. It’s for programmers, to give them a jump start and allow 
them to program the playing instructions. You need to know programming code 
to complete the product, C/C++ I believe. Poker rooms know about this and are 
actively scraping for it, so you need to combine the use of two PC’s in order to 
run it (one holds the Win Hold’em program, the other holds the poker room 
software). It’s rather complicated and involves a lot of effort to pursue.  

2. Third Party Brains – this category includes the OPI bots (OPI stands for 
Online Poker Inspector; or more specifically Online Hold’em inspector). The bot 
software uses a third party brain to make decisions, usually some type of poker 
odds software that gives playing advice based on the situation. The problem with 
these is that there are not enough variables in the poker advice programs to 
make a good bot.  

Low limit games at certain poker rooms are full of these OPI bots. Our Hold’em 
bot will destroy them over time.  

3. Self-contained Bots – that’s what our bots are. I have purchased a couple 
others that fit this category over the years, but they always turned out to be junk. 
I am unaware of any other product currently being sold in this category. They are, 
after all, quite difficult to create.  

To run our bot you just open the program, choose a couple of options, open the 
poker room, get in a game, click start and minimize the bot program. (Our bots 
are disguised as common computer applications and thus any poker room 
scraping for them will only see that you have Internet Explorer, Mozilla Firefox, 
Microsoft Outlook, the Microsoft calculator, a DOS window, or something like that 
open on your computer while you are playing.) 



  
Staying in Stealth Mode  

Because it’s entirely possible that the poker rooms might start looking for our bot, 
it’s wise to always have it hidden while playing. It also might be prudent to have 
the poker room software open and maybe even the table you want to play at 
open for a couple minutes before joining.  

Better yet, get into a game and play for a few minutes before opening the bot 
software and then quickly start and hide it. Have any settings from the option 
menu that you are using selected ahead of time. We really don’t anticipate any 
problems in this area but it’s wise to be careful.  

When the program is in Hide mode it doesn’t show as an application running and 
is not visible anywhere on your computer screen. Use the Alt+F10 command to 
bring it back (or whichever F-key command the bot tells you to use before it 
hides). Because our bot also uses a random pixel choosing process in clicking on 
the buttons for it’s actions, it is extremely difficult to detect. But there is one 
additional thing you can do to make it completely invisible.  

Rename the Bot. The file itself can be renamed. Right-click on the bot program 
and simply rename it to a popular program like MSOUTLOOK (it should show as 
MSOUTLOOK.exe in the processes tab of your task manager). Better yet 
disguise it as another program that you decide upon. Right-click on a blank 
space in your task bar and choose Task Manager then the processes tab to see 
what programs appear as while they are running.  

You can also rename the program to something that you make up which sounds 
computer related, such as spywarezapper.exe, etc. Check your processes tab 
to make sure you have only one .exe extension after the program name you 
chose, as having two (for example Skype.exe.exe) could give you away. If you 
typed in one .exe extension and got two, then go back and name it without the 
.exe extension at all (for example just Skype) and then it should show on the 
processes tab with one .exe extension.   

Sit-out Options  

On the option menu of our pokerbot programs you can choose to have them sit 
out when the players at your table fall beneath a certain number. When the 
player count goes back to your selected number the bot will attempt to sit itself 
back in. This usually works, but not always. And it is very possible to get 
removed from the table by the poker room while sitting out.   



For these reasons, plus the fact that our bots have been programmed to play well 
short-handed, we don’t recommend using this option for anything other than 
high-stakes cash games. Please make sure the sitout option is set to <1 before 
using it the first time.   

Max Session Time  

On the option menu of our pokerbots you can choose to have them quit after a 
certain number of hands or after a certain time has elapsed. This comes in handy 
when you are leaving for work or going to bed and want to control the playing 
session time, which is always a good idea (to keep from being profiled as a 
possible bot user).    

Playing Sessions  

Now, you could let the bot run for days or even weeks on end. But that would be 
foolish wouldn’t it? Not only would you possibly flag your account and cause 
troubles for yourself, but it could even result in causing problems for the rest of 
us. Please bot responsibly. Playing 10-12 hour days with 8-12 hour breaks in 
between is reasonable. Take a day off now and then as well.    

Bathroom Breaks  

The Hold’em Bot comes with a bathroom break scheduler and it is recommended 
to use this feature in cash games. The bot will sit out for two or three minutes 
then sit back in. This can be scheduled as often as you like. However we 
recommend three minutes every 90 to 120 minutes. Be sure to turn it off in 
tournaments (this is done by making the interval time higher than your max 
session time).    

Avoiding Being Profiled  

Because our bots are programmed to take different actions in the some of the 
same scenarios based on random elements, and because there are quite a few 
user option settings which can be changed for No Limit play, they are difficult to 
profile. They also play well short-handed so it’s hard to get pegged as a bot and 
be exploited for it. Still, it’s a good idea to play without the bot once in a while just 



to keep players who are taking notes on you off kilter. (At the lower limits this isn’t 
something you should even be concerned about.)  

We would also recommend using the preset action buttons and chatting when 
you are playing yourself, just in case the mythical bot sniffing programs ever 
become a reality in our supported online poker rooms.   

Poker Room Upgrades  

From time to time a supported poker room will upgrade their software in a 
manner that temporarily breaks the bot. This is no time to panic! Rest assured 
that we probably already know about it and are working on the fix. Watch our 
forum announcements and/or subscribe to our RSS feed for the announcement 
of when you can download the upgrade.  

Our Forum URL: www.bonusbots.com/forum

  

Our RSS Feed for Updates: www.bonusbots.com/updates/feed

   

Once you own a license for any of our bots you own that bot for life and get all 
future upgrades for free. This includes new poker rooms as well as fixes for 
software upgrades and improved playing instructions.   

The Rake: Your Worst Enemy  

Most poker players completely underestimate their most formidable opponent, 
the rake. The rake always ends up with the most money over any reasonable 
time period. It’s like an opponent who is guaranteed to book a big win every 
single time you sit down at a poker table. And that makes things very tough!  

Consider this: A game where the average stack is $150 and the average rake is 
just $.60 per hand, dealing 65 hands per hour. This is typical of many online 
games. In 23 hours the rake will have taken every single chip on the table. 
That’s right, all of it. You can’t imagine how profitable the larger online poker 
rooms are. And you had better understand that this is a near-impossible 
proposition to escape from, unless:   

A) your opponents are playing terribly, and/or  
B) you are getting a significant portion of that rake back through bonuses and/or 
rakeback.  

Full 9 and 10-handed games are one way to help curb the sting of the rake. It’s 
cost is significantly less at these tables, as more players share in the bill and the 
blind pressure is less. This means that you can play tighter and be rewarded for 
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it. (That’s why our Hold’em bot plays extremely tight in full ring games.) The 
drawback is, only good players seem to understand this and so the full 9/10 
tables just don’t have a lot of bad players in them any more. That’s a real 
problem.  

Another way to escape the rake is to play tournaments, especially multi-table 
tournaments (MTT’s). There is so much dead money in these things that you 
don’t need rakeback or bonuses to profit from them nicely. Dead money is a term 
that refers to people who have no chance of finishing high, and MTT’s always 
have enough of them to more than cover your entry fees.  

Even SitNGos (SNG’s) can be a profitable way to avoid the rake at the lower 
buy-ins. For example, $5 and $10 SNG’s have enough dead money – people just 
messing around who aren’t really serious – to be quite profitable without needing 
any bonuses or rakeback. As you move up to the medium and higher buy-in 
games the dead money vanishes, however. But in those games all you have to 
do is play solid and keep your cool in order to have an edge which negates the 
entry fee, something that bots happen to excel at.   

All in all tournaments are an excellent way to escape the rake.  

Finally, for those with the means and the stomach, high-stakes cash games can 
be the route out of the rake’s devastating grasp. Once the average pot size is 
significantly above the size where the max rake per pot is reached, it becomes 
much less of a factor. In these games the players are all pretty good and so small 
edges are obtained by those who don’t go on tilt or make stupid mistakes. Again, 
this is something that our bot is a champion at.   

However, high stakes games have other pitfalls, not the least of which is having a 
tendency to become short-handed where it’s just you and a couple of the best 
players in the world. Obviously you want to avoid that and so the sit-out option on 
our bot should be used at these tables if you want to take a crack at them (we’d 
also recommend sticking to limit). The other problem is that high stakes games 
can become high-profile, something botters should try to avoid. But our bot 
actually should do OK at high-stakes limit tables that stay full – just don’t play too 
long.   

Level of Competition  

This is the final ingredient. Terrible players will pay your share of the rake as well 
as theirs, and leave you a little something to boot. If there are a couple of them in 
your game, rest assured that everybody will get paid. They are the life blood of 
good online poker players, and even the best poker bot needs them in order to 
be profitable. This is a critical concept.  



In fact if there are not bad players frequently coming into your games, you are 
not going to make a profit - with or without a great pokerbot. Even the poker 
rooms with the best rakeback programs and bonuses are not giving it all back. 
There will be a small deficit to make up, and the bot will need poor players 
making frequent poor decisions in order to grind out an hourly profit. This is why 
a table full of poker bots is simply not going to work, no matter what the rakeback 
and/or bonus scheme is.  

Without bad players, the best you’ll be able to do is lose less than everybody 
else. This is very important to understand. Seek out soft games. It’s worth your 
time. There are tools available to help you do this. Just having Poker Tracker can 
be a tremendous resource. You can check in on your bot every now and then, 
scan the tables for players with bad stats, change tables, turn your screen off, 
and come back in an hour or so to repeat the process. This exercise, if you have 
the ability to pull it off, will improve your results in cash games dramatically.  

Bad stats are players with high $VPIP and low PFR%. In other words, they play 
a lot of pots but don’t raise before the flop much. These are the kind of players 
that will make the bot profitable, and it greatly behooves you to find them and sit 
at their table. (The other stat you might check for is a low won at showdown 
percentage, or perhaps just a high dollar loss for the number of hands you have 
recorded on them.)     

Hold’em Bot Strategy   

Cryptologic Poker Rooms (No U.S. Citizens)  

The Cryptologic rooms are known for offering large monthly bonuses and having 
rakeback programs that accumulate simultaneous to the bonuses being 
cleared. That is, you get the bonus plus the rakeback at the same time, just what 
a poker botter is looking for. All the bot needs to do is grind out a small hourly 
profit, enough to cover the deficit left from the rake after bonuses and rakeback 
are added back. By our estimation that can be as little as 1 big bet per hour.  

Here are the Cryptologic casinos that are supported by our Hold’em bot, along 
with the current advertised bonus offers.  

Interpoker – up to $1,000 per month  



Poker Plex – up to $1,000 per month  

Betsafe - up to $1,000 per month  

Littlewoods – up to $200 per month (USD)  

Playboy – up to $200 per month    

Games the Bot will Play  

At the Cryptos, our Hold’em poker bot will play the following types of games well:  

 

Limit cash games 6-max  

 

Limit cash games 10-max  

 

Limit SNG’s  

 

Limit MTT’s  

 

PL cash games 6-max  

 

PL cash games 10-max  

It won’t play No Limit at the Cryptos, due to a lack of convenient bet sizing 
buttons. (It actually will work at NL but will always go all-in when it bets after the 
flop, which can’t be considered a serious way to play.)  

However it will now play Pot Limit at the Cryptos, as it uses the pot-sized betting 
option. If you can find a game going this is a good choice for the bot.   

Player ID’s  

It is recommended to use a different player ID at the different Crypto rooms. This 
is to help keep from being profiled being as this is a network that shares the 
same player base and tables (for the most part). While this is only a very minor 
concern at low limit poker, there is no reason to use the same ID so it’s just wise 
to mix up your usernames. This makes it more difficult for your opponents to 
predict the bot’s actions in the long run.     



Rakeback  

It’s important that you open up your poker room accounts through our 
recommended rakeback providers below. The bonuses are not worth playing for 
by themselves! You must have the rakeback in addition to to the bonuses or you 
won’t come out ahead in cash games, even with a bot playing better than 95% of 
your competition. The rake is that formidable!  

For Interpoker, Poker Plex and Littlewoods sign up for rakeback at 
RakeTheRake, using this link:  

http://tinyurl.com/26ummp

  

For Betsafe, sign up at ThisIsTheNuts and write in “bonusbots” as your 
referral code when you sign up:  

www.thisisthenuts.com

  

Playboy Poker doesn’t offer rakeback and thus is of questionable value, unless 
you are a single guy and interested in some of the rather unique rewards that 
they offer.  

Note: If you already have accounts at these rooms and are unable to get 
rakeback as a result, we would recommend going for the smallest bonuses and 
playing strictly tournaments.   

Strategy  

Just because those casinos advertise large juicy monthly bonuses in addition to 
a decent rakeback program being available, that doesn’t mean you should just 
dive in and try to cash the largest bonuses. You need to use your head for 
something other than a hat rack and plan your attack. Carefully reviewing the 
bonus terms and doing a little research on sites like bonuswhores.com will go a 
long ways towards developing a profitable approach.  

It turns out that the larger bonuses are harder to clear – not just because you 
have to play more to clear them, but because you have to proportionally play 
more, dollar for dollar, to clear them. This could be enough to turn you from a 
profitable botter to a break-even botter or even a slight loser overall. You must 
pay attention to the details!  

Fortunately I have done some of the footwork for you and can give you some 
recommendations. Keep in mind that this is for the month I am writing this in, and 
bonus offers have a habit of changing terms - so you need to keep up on it. If that 
kind of research drives you nuts you can stay abreast of things in our forum. 
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In general, the smaller bonuses are better. This is because you can clear them 
at a faster rate. By sucking you into the bigger bonuses, these sites hope to trap 
you back into the hopeless grip of the rake. The Crytpos use an MPP formula for 
releasing bonuses, and the smaller the bonus the better the formula is for the 
player. MPP points are earned dollar for dollar so they are easy to figure out.  

For example, Betsafe has a choice of a $200 bonus at 5 x MPP or a $1,000 
bonus at 8.4 MPP. That means to get past the first $200 on the $1,000 bonus 
you need to give 1.68 times the action you would if you were just clearing the 
$200 bonus. To put it another way, according to bonuswhores.com the $200 
bonus clears at about $7.11 per hour while the $1,000 bonus only clears at $4.23 
per hour. That’s a difference of $2.88 per hour being paid to you for playing, 
and could easily erase all your botting profits and possibly even make you come 
out a loser instead of a winner. Get it?  

Therefore it’s much better to go for four $200 bonuses at four different poker 
rooms than one $800 bonus. I’m not saying that no bonus over $200 is worth 
going for. In fact the $500 bonus at Betsafe for 6.8 MPP might very well be the 
best choice, depending on how many hours you are putting in and how many 
bonuses you can clear in a month. But in general, keep an eye on these MPP 
figures and stick with the lower ones that are manageable. Maybe you won’t get 
rich from it, but at least you can grind out steady profits.  

Here are my recommended Crypto bonuses broken down for these five casinos 
for February 2008, and how they relate to the rakeback. This is just for illustration 
purposes of course, and is based on $1/2 six-max cash games.   

Room Bonus MPP Hourly Clear Rakeback 
Interpoker $200 5 $7.11 30% 
Poker Plex $250 6 $5.92 30% 
Betsafe $200 5 $7.11 23% 
Betsafe $500 6.8 $5.23 30% 
Littlewoods $200 7.5 $4.74 30% 
Playboy $200 5 $7.11 0 

 

So what you have to do is see how it all adds up. The playboy bonus seems 
good at first glance, but with no rakeback it might not even be worth pursuing. 
Interpoker has the best deal going this month.  
The Betsafe choices are interesting. The $500 bonus has a higher MPP but with 
the higher rakeback it’s probably the better option.   

I’d probably hit Littlewoods last. Because their bonus releases in stages, I might 
even stop early depending on my results for the month and my assessment of 
the current level of competition. 



 
Note: Those of you clearing the Littlewoods casino bonus every month using our 
Blackjack Bot probably have pending bonuses that you can clear in their poker 
room which you don’t even know about.  

The bottom line is probably somewhere around a $600 monthly profit, assuming 
12-hour days, a $2 hourly profit overall, and a few days off every month. That 
estimation is based on sticking with the lower MPP bonuses and the typical soft 
games found playing $1/2 limit holdem.   

**Note: Shortly after we released this bot the Cryptos raised their MPP 
requirements to around 8 even for the $200 bonuses and this affects profitability 
enormously. Chasing these bonuses may or may not be worth it under these 
circumstances. For a possible solution, read the next section.**   

Micro Limits  

Our bot tested extremely well at micro limits, particularly .15/.30 at the Cryptos. 
Please note that you cannot clear any bonuses at these stakes, and your 
rakeback won’t be anything to write home about. But the horrible players who 
play this limit more than make up for these factors. We estimate an earnings rate 
close to 3 Big Bets per hour at these micro limits.  

Glamorous? No. But grinding the micro limits at the Cryptos is a viable strategy 
that might earn you $200+ per month (assuming 10-12 hour playing days). Get  
three or four PC’s going at once for your different accounts and this starts to look 
like a worthwhile endeavor.   

But I Want to Make $1500+ Per Month With This Bot  

You poor, poor thing! I guess I can’t blame you. I wish it would start raining $100 
bills in my town as well.  

You can only take what is being offered. Grinding the low-limit Crypto games for 
bonuses or micro-limit profits is very much like using our Blackjack bot at the 
online casinos (and if you aren’t doing that shame on you). The poker rooms are 
only willing to make the deal so juicy – enough to attract action but not enough 
for the experts to drain off their profits. You are simply going to have to get the 
rest from recreational gamblers, and that amount is finite as well.  

If you really are serious about maximizing your profits with this bot, get yourself a 
second license on an additional PC and start using the strategies in this next 
section.  



  
Full Tilt Poker & Ultimate Bet  

Get ready for some real fun. Full Tilt Poker is currently the second largest poker 
room on the planet and can boast a tremendous amount of traffic across a large 
variety of game types. Ultimate Bet is also one of the larger sites with plenty of 
action all hours of the day. The fish are there for the catching at both of these 
sites. Our bot really shines at these two places, because there is just a heck of a 
lot that you can do with it.  No doubt some of you will discover strategies that I 
haven’t even thought of.  

There is a 27% rakeback deal in addition to a $600 signup bonus at Full Tilt. 
They cannot be cleared simultaneously. You’ll have to bag that bonus before you 
can start doing the rakeback, which is actually better than the bonus by my 
calculations.  

Ultimate Bet offers a 111% signup bonus to $1,100 or 30% rakeback. They 
cannot be cleared simultaneously, and because UB bonuses clear so slowly at 
the lower stakes games the 30% rakeback is a much better deal. So if you 
don’t have an account there yet, sign up through rakeback and skip the deposit 
bonus! If you already have an account, one nice feature of UB is that they always 
have a reload bonus deal going on so you are always clearing bonuses when 
playing cash games.  

Games the Bot will Play  

At Full Tilt & Ultimate Bet, our Hold’em poker bot will play the following types of 
games:  

 

Limit cash games 6-max  

 

Limit cash games 9-max or 10-max  

 

Limit SNG’s  

 

Limit MTT’s  

 

NL Cap cash games 6-max (at Full Tilt)  

 

NL Cap cash games 9-max (at Full Tilt)  

 

NL cash games 6-max  

 

NL cash games 9-max or 10-max  



 
NL SNG’s  

 
NL MTT’s  

 
PL cash games 6-max  

 
PL cash games 9-max or 10-max  

 

PL SNG’s  

 

PL MTT’s   

How’s that selection for you? Basically the bot will play any form of Hold’em 
being spread in any structure. In order to accomplish this we had to give the bot 
a different set of instructions for different game types, and we also decided to 
include some user controlled options for certain types of games. Let me try and 
break that down for you.  

NL, PL, and NL Cap Games – the bot plays all these types of games the same 
way, whether cash or tournament. The major differences between this type of 
game and Limit Hold’em lies in calling raises, both preflop and post-flop, and also 
in calling non-raised pots preflop. In this type of game the bot folds to raises that 
it will call in Limit. It will also call the blind with small pocket pairs in this type of 
game (trying to flop a set) whereas in limit it will almost never play those hands.  

In NL and PL games there are some options that need to be set. Two of these 
also affect Limit game play. I will give you some general guides in the strategy 
section below, but for now let’s go over what they are. You can find these on the 
Options menu of the bot program window.  

Option 1: Set the Preflop Raise Size – You can set the preflop raise amount to 
always be the minimum, always be pot-sized (about 3.5 x the big blind), or 
sometimes bet the pot and sometimes bet the minimum based on either a 
random element or hand strength. In low-stakes cash games I prefer to always 
raise the minimum, in slightly higher stakes cash games I like to use one of the 
random elements, in low stakes tournaments I prefer to always use the pot-size 
raise, and in higher stakes tournaments I like to set it by hand strength.   

Option 2: Fold to Preflop Raises for AQ, AJs, KQ – this is just what it sounds 
like. The default position is off, meaning that if you do not check this option the 
bot will call preflop raises when holding these three hands. In limit the bot always 
calls one preflop raise with these hands but you can make it fold these hands for 
a preflop raise in No Limit and Pot limit. Generally speaking I would recommend 
keeping the default setting in lower stakes games and checking it on for higher  



stakes games.   

Option 3: Fold Post-Flop Below Top Pair to Any Bet or Raise – this is a post-
flop setting that will give the bot an overriding instruction to always fold any hand 
below top-pair in strength to any bet or raise. You can leave this off and the bot 
will play by the default instructions and sometimes call large bets with certain 
drawing hands like a medium pair with a flush draw. Or you can check this option 
and always be safe from donking off your stack to a large all-in bet when holding 
anything under top pair.  

Option 4: Fold to Postflop Raises with Unpaired Boards for – this is a post-
flop setting that will give the bot an overriding instruction never to call a raise with 
a hand below the strength of your choosing. Note that this is only for non-paired 
boards with no possible made flush and no possible made straight. The default 
setting is top-pair best kicker, and that is the loosest possible setting (in limit the 
bot will often call raises with any top pair or combination pair/draw hands). My 
recommendation is to tighten this setting as you play higher stakes. I’d lean 
towards checking this option in tournaments and higher stakes cash games.  

Option 5: Fold to Postflop Raises with Paired Boards for – when the board is 
paired what is the minimum strength hand you want to call a raise with? The 
default setting is trips with best possible kicker. You can loosen this or tighten 
this at your discretion. Again, in limit the bot will play a bit looser and I would 
tighten this setting in certain higher-stakes situations.  

Option 6: Never Bet Turn or River with Hand Below – (note this setting also 
affects Limit games) here you can turn off the automatic continuation bluffs on 
the turn, which is a good idea in higher stakes cash games and late stages of 
tournaments, especially when you are close to the money. If you leave the 
default setting the bot will make pot-sized bluffs on the turn when against one 
opponent and the bot bet the flop and was only called and it’s first card is a 
certain color. Setting this option to at least second best pair is probably a good 
idea for tournaments and all but the smallest stakes NL games.  

Option 7: Never Bet Flop With Hand Below Middle Pair When – (note this 
setting also affects Limit games) you can turn off all flop continuation bets with 
this setting. However it is not recommended that you use this setting unless you 
really know what you are doing and have identified a game environment where 
absolutely nobody ever folds on the flop, ever. Otherwise you are costing 
yourself money by putting it anywhere other than the default position. Even if you 
think you have found a game like this, you are probably wrong. This setting is for 
experts only. You are usually making a big mistake by not automatically betting 
the flop when you were the last preflop raiser.  



Option 8: Never Call Paired Boards with Hand Below – by default the bot will 
call one bet on certain paired boards with good two-pair hands, especially when 
the board pair is small and the two pair hand is of the highest other board card or 
better. With this setting you can tighten that up, which might be a good idea in 
higher-stakes cash games.     

Option 9: Never Call Flush Possible Boards with Hand Below – by default 
the bot will call one bet with certain hands when a flush is possible, especially 
when two cards are needed for a flush and the bot has a decent hand against 
only one or two opponents. With this setting you can tighten that up, which might 
be a good idea in higher-stakes cash games.  

Option 10: Fold to Preflop Raise with 55 or 66 when – set how the bot will 
handle these two hands preflop when there is a raise. If you leave it in the default 
position it will sometimes get all-in with them preflop, which is a good idea when 
you are short-stacked in tournaments – but not any other time really.  

Option 11: Fold to Preflop Raise with 77 or 88 when – these hands are 
somewhat better than the above two, and this option will allow you to set how 
they handle preflop raises. In cash games it’s probably a good idea to fold them 
for a raise. If you leave this setting in the default position the bot will always 
reraise and try to get all-in with them preflop (which is a good setting for 
tournaments).  

Option 12: Fold to Preflop Raises with 99 or 10-10 when – these hands are 
significantly better than the above two, and this option will allow you to set how 
they handle preflop raises. In cash games it’s probably a good idea to fold them 
for two raises. If you leave this setting in the default position the bot will always 
reraise and try to get all-in with them preflop (which is a good setting for 
tournaments).  

Option 13: Fold to Preflop Raises with JJ or QQ when – these hands are 
significantly better than the above two, and this option will allow you to set how 
they handle preflop raises. In higher-stakes cash games it’s probably a good idea 
to fold them for two raises. If you leave this setting in the default position the bot 
will play them very intelligently, usually trying to get all in but backing off for a lot 
of action when out of position.  

Option 14: Fold to Preflop Raises with AK or AQs when – these hands have 
about the same value as the above two. In higher-stakes cash games it’s 
probably a good idea to fold them for two raises. If you leave this setting in the 
default position the bot will play them very intelligently, usually trying to get all in 
but backing off for a lot of action when out of position. 



 
Option 15: Fold to Preflop Raises with AKs – don’t ask me why we are even 
giving you this option. We just threw it in there. Some experts might want to fold 
for two raises in certain game environments I suppose. Recommend leaving this 
in the default position.  

Option 16: Fold to Preflop Raises with KQs – probably a good idea to fold for 
two raises in cash games but play by default when short-stacked in tournaments.   

Option 17: Fold or Go All-In when Opponents (After Folds) Less than – This 
feature will have the bot simply click the max button and go all-in anytime it has a 
playable hand. That includes a calling hand or a raising hand, the only exception 
being when it is in the big blind with a folding hand and gets a free look at the 
flop. In that case the bot will then go All-In after the flop in any situation where it 
would call or raise. You can set this for always, or by the number of remaining 
opponents. If you choose a number of remaining opponents then you would still 
be playing normal against a higher number of opponents. Believe it or not, using 
this setting in the Always position can be an effective way to play tournaments.  

Please note that you can also set this option to apply only after a specified 
number of hands in your session has expired, which can be very effective in 
multi-table tournaments. Figure on about 50-60 hands per hour being dealt when 
deciding when to have it kick in.  

Option 18: Fold or Go All-In when Opponents at Table Less than – This is 
the exact same feature as option 16 above, except that it is triggered by the 
starting number of opponents instead of the remaining number. In other words, 
the original number of opponents sitting at the table. If option 16 above is 
chosen, the bot may very well push all-in on the first hand of a tournament.   

By contrast, if you want the bot to only start pushing all-in when down to the last 
few players of a SitnGo (or multi-table tournament) then this is the option you 
want. Frankly, we see that as a good idea for all types of NL Tourneys. (The bot 
will still fold and check it’s non-playable hands).  

Option 19: Always Call When Opponent’s Raise is Less than – because you 
don’t want to fold for very small raises after you make a large bet in NL or PL 
games, the bot won’t let you. It will always call a raise from an opponent that is 
less than 40%, 30%, or 20% of the amount of the bot’s last bet (or raise). Which 
percentage is up to you. For most tournaments you probably want to set this to 
40%.  

Option 20: Close Old Poker Window When New One is Open – this setting is 
necessary for playing multi-table tournaments at Full Tilt. This is because they 
have a habit of leaving the old table you were moved from open, which hangs the 
bot. This setting closes the old poker window which allows the bot to 



automatically connect to the new one. The default setting is on. You should only 
ever turn this off if you like to open new cash-game tables while your bot is 
playing in another one, which isn’t recommended anyway. Best just to leave it on 
and not mess around anytime your bot is in a game, period.  

Option 21: Super Tight Play – this setting will have the bot fold all hands preflop 
except: AA, KK, QQ, JJ, 10-10, 9-9, AKs, AK, AQs, AQ, AJs, and KQs which it 
will play normally. Some people like to have the bot play the first half of a 
tournament for them with this setting before taking over themselves.   

Saving Your Options As a Profile – For convenience, you can now save your 
option settings as a profile, which becomes a text file that is stored in the same 
folder your bot program is kept. That way you can quickly change option settings 
when you change game environments. Don’t forget to have the bathroom break 
setting on 900 minutes for tournament profiles and around 80-120 minutes for 
cash games profiles!  

To save a profile, click on the first item on the main menu Holdem: Write Profile. 
A window will appear with the default name "holdem_profile.txt." You will want to 
rename this to something easy to remember when loading your profile. (Please 
note that the .txt extension must remain.) For example, cash.txt or sng.txt.  

To load a saved profile, go to Holdem: Read Profile... then just type in the name 
of the saved profile that you want to load. You will get a confirmation message in 
the bot window that your profile loaded, along with all the options set for that 
profile.  

Automatic Rebuys at Full Tilt - At No limit and Pot Limit you can set Full Tilt up 
to automatically rebuy whenever you go broke in a cash game (unfortunately you 
cannot do this at Ultimate Bet). The rebuys happen instantly as the pot is pushed 
to your opponent, so you never miss a beat. This option can be set from the 
options menu under Set Buyin Preferences…  

When the window appears you set this from the right-half pane for the number of 
big blinds that you want to rebuy for whenever you go broke. If you choose less 
than the minimum for the game you are in, you will rebuy for the minimum. If you 
choose more than the maximum, it will rebuy for the game maximum allowed. 
This feature is what allows our bot to effectively play NL and PL cash games.  

Rakeback  

It’s important that you open up your accounts through our recommended 
rakeback provider below. If you already have accounts at both poker rooms and 
thus cannot get the rakeback (like me) I would recommend playing tournaments 
only (like I do). This bot does extremely well in the tourneys, making the money 



often. Every once in a while Full Tilt will throw you a bone in the way of a surprise 
bonus if you play at a full-time level. These surprise bonuses should be cleared 
in the cash games.    

For Non-U.K. players, please sign up for Full Tilt and UB rakeback at 
RakeTheRake, using this link:  

http://tinyurl.com/26ummp

  

For U.K. players, sign up for Full Tilt and UB rakeback at RakebackOrg, 
using this link:  

http://tinyurl.com/2tnqad

    

Strategy  

There are a lot of ways to go at these poker rooms. I’m sure you can find 
something that works for you. If you read the Cryptologic section above, you 
might be somewhat concerned about the fact that the rake is roughly the same 
here but you are not allowed to clear bonuses simultaneously. At the Cryptos you 
are clearing bonuses at $5-7 per hour in addition to 30% rakeback, while at Full 
Tilt or UB you are getting 27% or 30% rakeback and that’s it.  

This is quite a legitimate concern at first glance. But there is one gigantic 
overriding feature at Full Tilt and Ultimate Bet that makes up for the lack of 
additional bonuses: More Fish. The game selection is tremendous, and that 
means the full 9 and 10-player tables can effectively be worked as well (your 
rake contribution is much cheaper in these).  

But the real factor is simply the fact that the bot plays No Limit at these rooms, 
and plays it pretty well. The edge that solid players have over poor players in No 
Limit is gigantic. In limit the fish live longer because they aren’t usually taking that 
much the worst of it due to pot odds. But in No Limit they often get their whole 
stack in there as a 3-1 underdog or worse. This more than makes up for the 
lack of bonuses. Obviously then, I am recommending sticking with No Limit as 
far as cash games go when botting at Full Tilt or Ultimate Bet.  

I am going to divide the specific strategies into two parts: Semi-monitored and 
Non-monitored. The semi-monitored section assumes that you can check in on 
the bot frequently, maybe once or twice an hour. This option is good for people 
who can put an extra PC on their desk at work (perhaps via a KVM switch so 
they can use the same monitor, keyboard, and mouse). 

http://tinyurl.com/26ummp
http://tinyurl.com/2tnqad


 
Going the semi-monitored route will improve your cash game results, no two 
ways about it. You will need extra software to pull it off. Poker Tracker will work, 
but that method requires considerable extra time and effort to find good tables.   

Instead, I highly recommend a piece of software called Poker Usher in 
conjunction with an extra plugin software for it called Idleminer. This software 
will let you mine data all night long (or whenever you are not playing) from up to 
18 tables and also is grabbing data from your table while you are playing. It 
arranges this data in a handy list of top recommended tables to play at based on 
common Poker Tracker stats.  

All you have to do is check in a couple times per hour, look at the recommended 
tables list, and move the bot to a good one (one with a few players that have high 
$VPIP and low PFR%, and/or high losses for the number of recorded hands). 
You can also create your own buddy list based on these stats, and quickly see 
where tables are that your buddies are playing at.  

You will have to wait for the good tables sometimes. This equates to needing a 
few minutes or more every time you check in, in order to get seated in the better 
games. And sometimes the player you wanted to play is the one who leaves and 
creates the opening. But overall, this strategy is unbeatable for limit-type games. 
If this is something you can and want to do, please purchase Poker Usher from 
this link:  

http://tinyurl.com/yvr8v5

   

If going to these lengths is not something you are able or want to do, don’t worry 
about it. Our non-monitored strategies can be just as profitable, maybe even 
more so.      

Semi-monitored Strategies  

Here are my recommended games and corresponding strategies for using the 
semi-monitored botting approach.  

1. NL Cap Cash 6-Max  

While the 9-max tables are cheaper in rake, the 6-max tables are richer in 
maniacs - one of the easiest kind of fish to beat. NL Cap 6-max seems to be a 
really good game for letting the maniacs blow off their chips. In my personal 

http://tinyurl.com/yvr8v5


testing it was an excellent fit with Poker Usher, and I saw some impressive 
upswings in the lowest limit game (.05/.10 blinds $10 max buy in).  

Strategy – Buy in for the max, set your auto rebuy option for the max (at Full Tilt. 
If playing at UB you will have to check back frequently to buy-in manually when 
you lose your stack), check in once or twice per hour to move to the most 
profitable looking table. Take the time to run through all the tables a couple times 
per day and buddy-list players with high losses, $VPIP over 45, and PFR% under 
7. Use the games that your buddies are in as targets regardless of where the 
tables rank on Poker usher, and especially target games with 2 or more buddies.  

Preflop Raise Size - recommend random pot-sized 
Folding to Preflop Raises – recommend checking to on 
Folding to Postflop Below Top Pair – recommend leaving off 
Calling Raises Post Flop – recommend any two pair 
Calling Raises Paired Boards – recommend trips best kicker 
Never Bet Turn or River with Hand Below – recommend top pair 
Never Bet Flop with Hand Below Middle Pair– recommend play by default 
Never Call Paired Boards with Hand Below – recommend play by default  
Never Call Flush Boards with Hand Below – recommend play by default 
55 and 66 – recommend fold for one raise 
77 and 88 – recommend fold for one raise 
99 and 10-10 – recommend fold for two raises 
JJ and QQ – recommend play by default 
AK and AQs – recommend play by default 
AKs – recommend play by default 
KQs – recommend fold for two raises      

2. Limit Cash 9 or 10-Max  

Limit actually works very well with table-targeting, and at Full Tilt and UB there 
are enough full 9/10 handed tables going to make this work. In these games you 
enjoy a much lower rake paid per hour along with decreased blind pressure. Our 
bot plays extremely tight at these tables and punishes opponents who get 
involved with our solid holdings.  

Strategy – Buy in for about three times the suggested amount. Check in one or 
two times per hour to move the bot to the most profitable looking table. Just go 
with the tables at the top of the Poker Usher list, but do check them to make sure 
there are significant stats on the opponents. Anybody with a 45+ $VPIP and a 
PFR% under 7 after 80 or so hands is a reliable target.  



3. Singe-table SNG’s  

You don’t need any extra software for this approach. You just need to keep 
checking in several times per hour to get the bot started in another SNG when 
the last one is over. Glamorous? Perhaps not. Profitable? You bet! This actually 
might be the single best use for the bot, as it’s great at these things.  

For NL and PL SitnGo’s:  

Preflop Raise Size - recommend pot-sized 
Folding to Preflop Raises – recommend leaving off 
Folding to Postflop Below Top Pair – recommend checking on 
Calling Raises Post Flop – recommend top pair 
Calling Raises Paired Boards – recommend trips best kicker 
Never Bet Turn or River with Hand Below – recommend default settings 
Never Bet Flop with Hand Below Middle Pair– recommend play by default 
Never Call Paired Boards with Hand Below – recommend trips 
Never Call Flush Boards with Hand Below – recommend trips 
55 and 66 – recommend fold for one raise 
77 and 88 – recommend fold for two raises 
99 and 10-10 – recommend play by default 
JJ and QQ – recommend play by default 
AK and AQs – recommend play by default 
AKs – recommend play by default 
KQs – recommend play by default    

Strategy – Play within your bankroll but don’t be afraid of the higher limits if you 
can afford them. I would try to maintain an account size of at least 20 buy-ins to 
handle the swings. Experiment with the option settings at different buy-in levels.     

4. Tournament Starter  

You don’t need any extra software for this approach. As an MTT player you are 
simply going to let the bot do your grunt work to get you to past the middle stages 
of a tournament and then take over.  

For NL and PL tournaments:  

Preflop Raise Size - recommend pot-sized by hand strength 
Folding to Preflop Raises – recommend leaving off 
Folding to Postflop Below Top Pair – recommend checking to on 



Calling Raises Post Flop – recommend top pair best kicker 
Calling Raises Paired Boards – recommend trips best kicker 
Never Bet Turn or River with Hand Below – recommend 2nd top pair+ overcard 
Never Bet Flop with Hand Below Middle Pair– recommend play by default 
Never Call Paired Boards with Hand Below – recommend trips 
Never Call Flush Boards with Hand Below – recommend trips 
55 and 66 – recommend fold for one raise 
77 and 88 – recommend fold for two raises 
99 and 10-10 – recommend play by default 
JJ and QQ – recommend play by default 
AK and AQs – recommend play by default 
AKs – recommend play by default 
KQs – recommend fold for two raises    

Strategy – Play any MTT you have a notion to play, be it NL, PL, or Limit. Put 
the bot in and check back in 1-3 hours, depending on how large the field was. 
Stay away from the turbo multi-table SNG’s, as what you are trying to do is 
capitalize on your tournament skills and those are more of a crap shoot. When 
the bot gets to a point and chip position that you want to take over the reigns at, 
step in and finish the job. If the bot busted out enter another one and go back to 
the hot tub. I like to take over at the bubbles (near the money or near the final 
table). Also, when the bot is a huge chip leader early or middle I will sit it out for a 
while.   

5. NL Cash Games  

This is my last choice for semi-monitored strategies and my first choice for non-
monitored strategies. The reason is this: I don’t think the edge you get from wise 
table selection means as much in no limit cash games. Especially at the lower 
limits where the games are all pretty juicy anyway, and especially the 6-max 
tables. I might be wrong. Truth be told I haven’t tested it much so my opinion 
might change. But the player base is so large at these that you might have a 
difficult time gathering usable stats.  

Preflop Raise Size - recommend AK or better 
Folding to Preflop Raises – recommend checking to on 
Folding to Postflop Below Top Pair – recommend checking to on 
Calling Raises Post Flop – recommend any overpair 
Calling Raises Paired Boards – recommend trips best kicker 
Never Bet Turn or River with Hand Below – recommend top pair 
Never Bet Flop with Hand Below Middle Pair– recommend play by default 
Never Call Paired Boards with Hand Below – recommend trips  
Never Call Flush Boards with Hand Below – recommend trips 



55 and 66 – recommend fold for one raise 
77 and 88 – recommend fold for one raise 
99 and 10-10 – recommend fold for two raises 
JJ and QQ – recommend fold for two raises 
AK and AQs – recommend play by default 
AKs – recommend play by default 
KQs – recommend fold for two raises   

Strategy – Buy in for the max, set your auto rebuy option for the max (at Full Tilt. 
If playing at UB you will have to check back frequently to buy-in manually when 
you lose your stack), check in once or twice per hour to move to the most 
profitable looking table. Take the time to run through all the tables a couple times 
per day and buddy-list players with high losses, VPIP over 45, and PFR% under 
7. Use the games that your buddies are in as targets regardless of where the 
tables rank on Poker usher, and especially target games with 2 or more buddies.    

Non-monitored Strategies  

Stick the bot in a game, turn it on, check back in 10-12 hours. This is real botting, 
and the reason many of you are interested in this product no doubt. I have a very 
different hierarchy of strategy preferences for this approach. Here they are.  

1. NL Cash 6-Max Maximum Rebuy  

The preferred method to play NL cash games on complete auto-pilot. The action 
players gravitate toward the 6-max tables, so even with the higher rake they are 
more profitable when the betting gets bigger. This is because your opponents are 
much more likely to donk off their stack than they are at the 9-max tables.  

Preflop Raise Size - recommend AK or better 
Folding to Preflop Raises – recommend checking to on 
Folding to Postflop Below Top Pair – recommend checking to on 
Calling Raises Post Flop – recommend best possible overpair 
Calling Raises Paired Boards – recommend trips best kicker 
Never Bet Turn or River with Hand Below – recommend top pair 
Never Bet Flop with Hand Below Middle Pair– recommend play by default 
Never Call Paired Boards with Hand Below – recommend trips  
Never Call Flush Boards with Hand Below – recommend trips 
55 and 66 – recommend fold for one raise 
77 and 88 – recommend fold for one raise 
99 and 10-10 – recommend fold for two raises 
JJ and QQ – recommend fold for two raises 
AK and AQs – recommend play by default 



AKs – recommend play by default 
KQs – recommend fold for two raises   

Strategy – Buy in for the max and set your auto rebuy option for the max (at Full 
Tilt. If playing at UB you will have to check back frequently to buy-in manually 
when you lose your stack). The maximum allowed buy-in for your game should 
be no more than 5% of your account size, and even that might be pushing it.     

2. NL Cash 6-Max Minimum Rebuy  

The problem with an in-between rebuy strategy is extremely high variance. For 
example, in the $10 max games if you rebuy for $4 you will have many losing 
days and one huge winning day every now and then that makes it all back. This 
is because the bot will be constantly building a stack to $8, $12, $16, even $20 
and then losing it all in one hand to another big stack in the game and starting 
over.  

This actually wouldn’t be a bad semi-monitored strategy, if you kept checking in 
and leaving the game every time you had accumulated a decent stack - say 3 
times your rebuy amount. Then just change tables and start over. That way you 
keep bagging profits and lowering your risk.  

A maximum buy-in amount approach doesn’t suffer from this problem because it 
has so many opponents covered. It is starting with a much higher stack and 
therefore isn’t trying to win 4 or 5 coin-flips in a row to stay in business. If you 
let the bot run with a middle buy-in amount you will probably get frustrated with 
your short-term results.   

A minimum buy-in approach, on the other hand, is much better! This will reduce 
your short-term variance while still giving yourself a shot at huge profit days 
relative to your risk. So to recap, go with a minimum or maximum buy-in strategy, 
but not with any amount in between.  

Preflop Raise Size - recommend 99 or better 
Folding to Preflop Raises – recommend leaving off 
Folding to Postflop Below Top Pair – recommend leaving off 
Calling Raises Post Flop – recommend top pair 
Calling Raises Paired Boards – recommend trips 
Never Bet Turn or River with Hand Below – recommend top pair 
Never Bet Flop with Hand Below Middle Pair– recommend play by default 
Never Call Paired Boards with Hand Below – recommend trips  
Never Call Flush Boards with Hand Below – recommend trips 



55 and 66 – recommend fold for two raises 
77 and 88 – recommend play by default 
99 and 10-10 – recommend play by default 
JJ and QQ – recommend play by default 
AK and AQs – recommend play by default 
AKs – recommend play by default 
KQs – recommend play by default   

Strategy – Buy in for the minimum and set your rebuy option for the minimum as 
well. The advantage to this approach is that you can play much higher for your 
account size, taking shots in larger games with relatively little risk. Definitely give 
this strategy a try sometime. Experiment with the option settings at the different 
stakes, always leaning towards playing tighter the higher you go.     

3. Large Field MTT’s  

In my opinion, this is where the real money is in online poker. You don’t need a 
rakeback deal and you don’t need a bonus. I have neither going for me, and I let 
this bot steadily increase my account balance month after month. It rocks.  

For example, as I was writing this manual tonight I had the bot play in a 90-player 
knockout turbo SNG at Full Tilt with a $2 buy-in. The bot finished 4th and it’s total 
return with the knockout bounties was $89. (Please note that this is not the 
recommended game for this strategy, just giving a real-life example.)  

As already discussed, large-field MTT’s have a significant number of players that 
cannot finish in the money. They provide the dead money that finances the pros. 
That’s why there are websites offering staking deals to online tournament players 
who are any good at all. This bot can not only finish in the money, but it can take 
first to win the tournament.  

Using our Hold’em bot to play MTT’s, you can win satellites which you can then 
parlay into big-money scores. You can win awesome vacations for your family. 
You can end up on ESPN playing at a crazy final table somewhere. It’s all 
possible from MTT’s, and the bot you downloaded with this manual can get you 
there all by itself. Seriously. The biggest obstacle for most people realizing this 
dream is time. With our bot that problem is solved. Sooner or later you will make 
that big score using it. It’s just a question of when.  

For NL and PL tournaments:  

Preflop Raise Size - recommend pot-sized by hand strength 99 or better 



Folding to Preflop Raises – recommend checking to on 
Folding to Postflop Below Top Pair – recommend checking to on 
Calling Raises Post Flop – recommend top pair best kicker 
Calling Raises Paired Boards – recommend trips 
Never Bet Turn or River with Hand Below – recommend 2nd top pair+ overcard 
Never Bet Flop with Hand Below Middle Pair– recommend play by default 
Never Call Paired Boards with Hand Below – recommend trips 
Never Call Flush Boards with Hand Below – recommend trips 
55 and 66 – recommend fold for one raise 
77 and 88 – recommend fold for two raises 
99 and 10-10 – recommend play by default 
JJ and QQ – recommend play by default 
AK and AQs – recommend play by default 
AKs – recommend play by default 
KQs – recommend fold for two raises   

Strategy – get the daily and weekly schedule of the big tournaments and work 
up a plan of playing satellites for them. Learn when certain large-field daily 
tourneys start that have a good reward for the buy-in. Develop a routine for the 
ones you like. Try to stay away from multi-table SNG’s and go for the big payouts 
instead. A large-field, scheduled tournament will last for 4-6 hours if you get deep 
into the money, so you don’t need to check in all that often. Just know the 
schedule of the ones you want to play and check in at the appropriate time to join 
them.  

4. NL Cash 9 or 10-Max Maximum Rebuy  

This is a good way to go if you don’t have the stomach for a lot of variance. You 
will be up against a tighter, more solid field of opponents than at the 6-max 
tables, but our bot plays even tighter. This means that it doesn’t contribute much 
in rake so it actually gets rake credits from the looser players. After the flop it 
plays solid poker. All in all, the looser players will be paying your rake and your 
profits will come from the bonus or rakeback, albeit at a slower (but reliable) 
pace.  

Preflop Raise Size - recommend AK or better 
Folding to Preflop Raises – recommend checking to on 
Folding to Postflop Below Top Pair – recommend checking to on 
Calling Raises Post Flop – recommend best possible overpair (AA) 
Calling Raises Paired Boards – recommend trips 
Never Bet Turn or River with Hand Below – recommend top pair 
Never Bet Flop with Hand Below Middle Pair– recommend play by default 
Never Call Paired Boards with Hand Below – recommend trips  
Never Call Flush Boards with Hand Below – recommend trips 
55 and 66 – recommend fold for one raise 



77 and 88 – recommend fold for one raise 
99 and 10-10 – recommend fold for two raises 
JJ and QQ – recommend fold for two raises 
AK and AQs – recommend fold for two raises 
AKs – recommend play by default 
KQs – recommend fold for two raises   

Strategy – Buy in for the max and set your auto rebuy option for the max (at Full 
Tilt. If playing at UB you will have to check back frequently to buy-in manually 
when you lose your stack). The maximum allowed buy-in for your game should 
be no more than 5% of your account size, and even that might be pushing it.  

5. Jackpot Targeting at Ultimate Bet  

The jackpot games at Ultimate Bet are listed in red. When a jackpot is hit every 
person playing that same type of table and limit as the table that hits the jackpot 
gets a share. In fact a full 25% is distributed this way. So if the jackpot is hit in the 
.25/.50 NL game ($50 Max Buy-in and the most popular jackpot game by far), 
everybody playing .25/.50 NL Hold’em splits 25% of the jackpot. These jackpots 
get huge sometimes, and because the bot allows you to play for extended 
periods you have a pretty good shot at getting some of this money.  

Strategy – Wait until the jackpot gets high, like over $200,000 or so. Then play at 
the most populated jackpot game your bankroll can tolerate, using one of the 
strategies already listed above for cash games. Make sure you have a bonus to 
clear or have rakeback going for you as well. If not, find out what the current 
bonus offer is and make a deposit to get it.   

Hold’em Bot Closing Thoughts  

There are many more possible botting strategies for these two poker rooms than 
what I have just written about. These are just a few that I have tried and like. I 
haven’t even gotten around to the PL games yet. Who knows, maybe playing 
those with certain options settings will prove to be the most profitable of all.  

I don’t like the idea of using the minimum rebuy approach in a 9-max NL game. 
Remember the bot does need to win a little from the weaker players to stay 
above water, and it just seems like there won’t be enough opportunities to do that 
in this type of slower-paced game structure when starting off with a tiny stack.  

I also would avoid playing limit in a non-monitored approach at Full Tilt. I believe 
that there won’t be enough bad play to make up for only a 27% rakeback with no 
simultaneous bonus if you are not actively table-hopping to take advantage of the 
worst players. (Ultimate bet has softer games in general so you might try this 



there, especially in jackpot games when the jackpot gets high as this attracts 
even more fish.)  

It’s a good idea to adjust the options settings for the NL/PL games mid-stream 
sometimes. Good poker players will often change speeds, and these option 
settings will allow you to do just that. I especially like to do this in tournaments. 
For example, in the beginning of a low stakes MTT I will often call preflop raises 
with AQ, AJs, and KQ – but then turn that off when I get to the middle stages.  

The Cryptos are going to be limited to the strategies presented here if you want 
to make money from those sites. Forget the large bonuses there and stick with 
cherry picking the lower MPP deals. Those larger bonuses are bait being 
dangled in front of you, held by a very sharp hook. Don’t be the fish who bites at 
that. Be content with a $600 per month side income from the Cryptos. Justifies a 
dedicated PC, don’t you think?    

Omaha/8 Bot Strategy  
The first thing to do is set the options the way you want and for the game 
environment that you will be playing in. Please note that most of these options 
only affect NL or PL games.  

Option: Fold or Go All-In when Opponents (After Folds) Less than – This 
feature will have the bot simply click the max button and go all-in anytime it has a 
playable hand. That includes a calling hand or a raising hand, the only exception 
being when it is in the big blind with a folding hand and gets a free look at the 
flop. In that case the bot will then go All-In after the flop in any situation where it 
would call or raise. You can set this for always, or by the number of remaining 
opponents. If you choose a number of remaining opponents then you would still 
be playing normal against a higher number of opponents. Believe it or not, using 
this setting in the Always position can be an effective way to play tournaments.  

Option: Fold or Go All-In when Opponents at Table Less than – This is the 
exact same feature as option 16 above, except that it is triggered by the starting 
number of opponents instead of the remaining number. In other words, the 
original number of opponents sitting at the table. If option 16 above is chosen, 
the bot may very well push all-in on the first hand of a tournament.   

By contrast, if you want the bot to only start pushing all-in when down to the last 
few players of a SitnGo (or multi-table tournament) then this is the option you 
want. Frankly, we see that as a good idea for all types of NL Tourneys. (The bot 
will still fold and check it’s non-playable hands). 



 
Please note that you can also set this option to apply only after a specified 
number of hands in your session has expired, which can be very effective in 
multi-table tournaments. Figure on about 50-60 hands per hour being dealt when 
deciding when to have it kick in.   

Option: Always Call When Opponent’s Raise is Less than – because you 
don’t want to fold for very small raises after you make a large bet in NL or PL 
games, the bot won’t let you. It will always call a raise from an opponent that is 
less than 40%, 30%, or 20% of the amount of the bot’s last bet (or raise). Which 
percentage is up to you. For most tournaments you probably want to set this to 
40%.  

Option: Aggressive Tournament Setting – this setting is turned on or off by 
clicking it and a checkmark appears next to it while it is on. When activated, the 
bot will raise aggressively with any nut low in any situation, and also top two pair 
or any set when there is no possible straight, no possible flush, and no pair on 
board. While we believe this setting is a bit too aggressive for most cash games, 
it has a tremendous use in tournaments where you simply don’t have time to wait 
around for the best situations before getting most of your chips in the pot. It is 
especially useful for 1-table SNG’s and any time you start to get short-stacked in 
an MTT.  

Option: Close Old Poker Window When New One is Open – this setting is 
necessary for playing multi-table tournaments at Full Tilt. This is because they 
have a habit of leaving the old table you were moved from open, which hangs the 
bot. This setting closes the old poker window which allows the bot to 
automatically connect to the new one. The default setting is on. You should only 
ever turn this off if you like to open new cash-game tables while your bot is 
playing in another one, which isn’t recommended anyway. Best just to leave it on 
and not mess around anytime your bot is in a game, period.  

Full Tilt Poker & Ultimate Bet  

This is our other poker bot, which takes advantage of the fishiest game in all of 
online poker. Omaha Hi-Lo is chalk-full of folks who have figured out the rules of 
the game but don’t understand solid strategy. Even so, in cash games it is still 
important to have a bonus or rakeback going for you.  

There is no fishier situation in all of poker than online Omaha Hi-Lo tournaments. 
This is due to a number of factors, starting with the fact that many players on Full 
Tilt buy into them by mistake! That is, they think they are buying into a Hold’em 
tournament and they really don’t even know how to play this game. Of the 



players that did intentionally buy in, many are absolutely amateur-terrible. As a 
result the bot does extremely well in both the SNG’s and the MTT’s.  

If you don’t know the game, just make sure you only use this bot in Hi-Lo games. 
If you mistakenly place it at an Omaha high table (known simply as Omaha or 
Pot Limit Omaha) you will get crushed.   

Games the Bot will Play  

At the Full Tilt and Ultimate Bet, our Omaha/8 poker bot will play the following 
types of games:  

 

Limit cash games 6-max  

 

Limit cash games 9-max  

 

Limit SNG’s  

 

Limit MTT’s  

 

NL Cap cash games 6-max  

 

NL Cap cash games 9-max  

 

NL cash games 6-max  

 

NL cash games 9-max  

 

PL Cap cash games 6-max  

 

PL Cap cash games 9-max  

 

PL cash games 6-max  

 

PL cash games 9-max  

 

PL SNG’s  

 

PL MTT’s  

That being said, not all these game types are recommended. Specifically, we 
advise avoiding the 6-max tables in limit. Limit Omaha Hi-Lo is a game where the 
edge comes from playing tighter than your opponents and it’s better to have 
more loose opponents. This also applies to the Cap NL and Cap PL games at 
Full Tilt, as they play much more like limit than big-bet poker. 



 
This bot was recently reprogrammed to play better short-handed, which 
essentially means that it now makes blind-stealing moves when folded to in late 
position or finds itself short-handed. (Previously the bot sat out when short-
handed.) This is critical for winning tournaments, so please make sure you have 
downloaded the latest version. Other recent modifications include the ability to 
play regular NL and PL games using the automatic rebuy function.  

Automatic Rebuys - At No limit and Pot Limit you can set Full Tilt up to 
automatically rebuy whenever you go broke in a cash game. (Unfortunately this 
option is not available at Ultimate Bet.) The rebuys happen instantly as the pot is 
pushed to your opponent, so you never miss a beat. This option can be set from 
the options menu under Set Buyin Preferences…  

When the window appears you set this from the right-half pane for the number of 
big blinds that you want to rebuy for whenever you go broke. If you choose less 
than the minimum for the game you are in, you will rebuy for the minimum. If you 
choose more than the maximum, it will rebuy for the game maximum allowed. 
This feature is what allows our bot to effectively play NL and PL cash games.   

Rakeback  

It’s important that you open up your poker accounts through our recommended 
rakeback providers below. If you already have accounts at these rooms and thus 
cannot get the rakeback (like me) I would recommend playing tournaments only 
(like I do), or always make sure you are clearing a bonus. This bot does 
extremely well in the tourneys, making the money often.   

Ultimate Bet almost always has some kind of deposit bonus going. Every once in 
a while Full Tilt will throw you a bone in the way of a surprise bonus if you play at 
a full-time level. These surprise bonuses should be cleared in the cash games.  

For Non-U.K. players, please sign up for rakeback at RakeTheRake, using 
this link:  

http://tinyurl.com/26ummp

  

For U.K. players, sign up for rakeback at RakebackOrg, using this link:  

http://tinyurl.com/2tnqad

    

Strategy 

http://tinyurl.com/26ummp
http://tinyurl.com/2tnqad


 
The rake is not quite the threat in Omaha Hi-Lo that it is in Hold’em. This is due 
to the overall terrible game that most of your opponents are playing. However, 
the variance can be quite high. This is something to consider when deciding 
which games to play.  

The variance is actually higher in Limit, NL Cap, and PL Cap than it is at regular 
PL and NL. This is counter-intuitive to many people. The reason is, once again, 
that the fish aren’t getting as bad of odds on a lot of their bad calls in limit. It’s 
much better to get their entire stack in there when they are a 1.5-1 dog, or when 
they are drawing for only half the pot, than just another bet. OK OK, I’ll concede 
that the very-short term variance is higher but it smoothes out much quicker than 
in limit games if you play within your bankroll. Also keep in mind that you can 
protect your hand a lot more effectively in NL/PL.  

In Omaha Hi-Lo if it is correct to put a bet in the pot after the flop in limit, then it is 
usually correct to put a pot-sized bet in there as well. Because the bot plays tight 
anyway it really punishes looser opponents in the PL and NL cash games.  

As far as the All-In or Fold setting goes, this is mainly for tournaments. You 
would usually want to turn it to Always if you see yourself getting short-stacked, 
although some people like to turn it to Under 2 at the start of a PL tournament so 
that the bot will always bet big when playing heads up. We don’t recommend 
using it in NL cash games because you will be getting all-in heads up against 
pocket aces too often, which is undesirable.  

Your cash game results can be improved by employing a semi-monitored 
strategy. You will need extra software to pull it off. Poker Tracker will work, but 
that method requires too much time to find good tables. Instead, I highly 
recommend a piece of software called Poker Usher in conjunction with an extra 
plugin software for it called Idleminer. This software will let you mine data all 
night long (or whenever you are not playing) from up to 18 tables and also is 
grabbing data from your table while you are playing. It arranges this data in a 
handy list of top recommended tables to play at based on common Poker 
Tracker stats.  

All you have to do is check in a couple times per hour and look at the 
recommended tables list and move the bot to a good one (with a few players that 
have high $VPIP and low PFR%, and/or high losses for the number of recorded 
hands). You can also create your own buddy list based on these stats, and 
quickly see where tables are that your buddies are playing at.  

You will have to wait for the good tables sometimes. This equates to needing a 
few minutes or more every time you check in, in order to get seated in the better 
games. And sometimes the player you wanted to play is the one who leaves and 
creates the opening. But overall, this strategy is unbeatable for limit-type games. 



If this is something you can and want to do, please purchase Poker Usher from 
this link:  

http://tinyurl.com/yvr8v5

   
If going to these lengths is not something you are able or want to do, don’t worry. 
The bot will do just fine playing the PL and NL cash games and all manner of 
tournaments in a completely un-monitored fashion. However, I would recommend 
avoiding the limit and cap games if you are not using extra software to do 
frequent table-hopping.  

Here are my recommended games and strategies, in order of my personal 
preferences.  

1. PL Cash 6-Max Maximum Rebuy  

My preferred method to play cash games on complete auto-pilot. The action 
players gravitate toward the 6-max tables, so even with the higher rake they are 
more profitable when the betting gets bigger. This is because your opponents are 
much more likely to donk off their stack than they are at the 9-max tables. At the 
same time, the pot-limit gives a measure of protection from taking the worst of it 
against somebody who just shoves all-in with aces preflop in No Limit.  

Strategy – Buy in for the max and set your auto rebuy option for the max. The 
maximum allowed buy-in for your game should be no more than 5% of your 
account size, and even that might be pushing it.   

2. MTT’s  

These things are the best thing going in online poker, in my opinion. Our Omaha 
Hi-Lo bot plays very solid in both PL and Limit tournaments, the bigger the better.  

It does especially well in limit tournaments. This is probably because it plays tight 
and isn’t subject to the unavoidable early exits which variance creates in the PL 
tourneys. It makes the money a ridiculous percentage of the time. The only 
drawback is that there aren’t that many of them. Play them when you see them, 
otherwise the PL tourneys are just fine.  

Strategy – Check in on the bot if you can, and if you see it getting short-stacked 
turn the Aggressive Tournament Setting on. You should also set the Fold or All In 
by Players at Table function to kick in with less than four opponents if you can’t 
check in on it. Play within your bankroll but don’t be afraid of the higher limits if 
you can afford them. I would try to maintain an account size of at least 25 buy-ins 
to handle the swings.  

http://tinyurl.com/yvr8v5


   
3. NL Cash 9-Max Maximum Rebuy  

This bot has recently been programmed to play a certain strategy in the NL Cash 
games that takes advantage of the fools in the game. To very loosely describe 
the strategy, you could say that it waits for aces and then goes all-in before the 
flop if there has been any action (any calls or any raises). Any other hand except 
the other pocket aces is a serious underdog to pocket aces. Yet many players 
don’t know this and will call with suited A2 hands, etc. You do very well by getting 
all-in against anybody when holding aces preflop, and as long as there are at 
least a few chips in the pot first even the other pocket aces are no threat. 
The bot will also go all-in in certain strategic situations post-flop where an 
opponent would need to use all four of his hole cards to scoop you, which is 
difficult to do. Your fold equity in this situation makes it a winning move.  

The bot recognizes when it is in a NL game and won’t call medium raises preflop 
without strong hands, and won’t call large raises without pocket aces.  

Strategy – Buy in for the max and set your auto rebuy option for the max. The 
maximum allowed buy-in for your game should be no more than 5% of your 
account size, and even that might be pushing it. Let the bot run all day. Be aware 
that other players are going to hate you and chat insults at you throughout the 
day because of your preflop all-in moves when holding aces.   

4. Single Table SNG’s (all types)  

A good choice while in waiting in between MTT’s. Because the competition is so 
incredibly weak, even the single-table SNG’s can be counted on for having dead 
money. You will just about never finish last in these using our bot, with next-to 
last finishes being quite rare as well. That gives you a considerable money edge.  

Strategy – Turn the Aggressive Tournament Setting on for 1-Table SNG’s. Play 
within your bankroll but don’t be afraid of the higher limits if you can afford them. I 
would try to maintain an account size of at least 20 buy-ins to handle the swings.  

5. Limit or PL Cap 9-Max Maximum Rebuy Semi-Monitored  

If you have Poker Usher + Idleminer and are gathering stats and checking in 
often, you can milk the biggest fish in poker. By sticking to full 9-max tables you 
take advantage of the bot’s tight play and let the loose players pay your rake. I 
wouldn’t do this without the stats-gathering software and frequent table hopping 
however, as there are better places for you money if you don’t plan on taking an 
active role. 



 
Strategy – Buy in for about three times the suggested amount, then check in 
once or twice per hour to move to the most profitable looking table. Take the time 
to run through all the tables a couple times per day and buddy-list players with 
high losses and $VPIP over 45 (disregard preflop raising percentages in this 
game) . Use the games that your buddies are in as targets regardless of where 
the tables rank on Poker Usher, and especially target games with 2 or more 
buddies.    

Cryptologic Poker Rooms (No U.S. Citizens)  

The Cryptologic rooms are known for offering large monthly bonuses and having 
rakeback programs that accumulate simultaneous to the bonuses being 
cleared. That is, you get the bonus plus the rakeback at the same time, just what 
a poker botter is looking for. All the bot needs to do is grind out a small hourly 
profit, enough to cover the deficit left from the rake after bonuses and rakeback 
are added back. By our estimation that can be as little as 1 big bet per hour.  

Here are the Cryptologic casinos that are supported by our Hold’em bot, along 
with the current advertised bonus offers.  

Interpoker – up to $1,000 per month  

Poker Plex – up to $1,000 per month  

Betsafe - up to $1,000 per month  

Littlewoods – up to $200 per month (USD)  

Playboy – up to $200 per month    

Games the Bot will Play  

At the Cryptos, our Omaha Hi-Lo poker bot will play the following types of games 
well:  

 

Limit cash games 6-max  

 

Limit cash games 10-max  

 

Limit SNG’s  



 
Limit MTT’s  

It won’t play any kind of No Limit or Pot Limit at the Cryptos, due to a lack of 
convenient bet sizing buttons. (It actually will work at these games but will always 
bet the minimum, a terrible way to play.)   

Player ID’s  

It is recommended to use a different player ID at the different Crypto rooms. This 
is to help keep from being profiled being as this is a network that shares the 
same player base and tables (for the most part). While this is only a very minor 
concern at low limit poker, there is no reason to use the same ID so it’s just wise 
to mix up your usernames. This makes it more difficult for your opponents to 
predict the bot’s actions in the long run.   

Rakeback  

It’s important that you open up your poker room accounts through our 
recommended rakeback providers below. The bonuses are not worth playing for 
by themselves! You must have the rakeback in addition to to the bonuses or you 
won’t come out ahead in cash games, even with a bot playing better than 95% of 
your competition. The rake is that formidable!  

For Interpoker, Poker Plex and Littlewoods sign up for rakeback at 
RakeTheRake, using this link:  

http://tinyurl.com/26ummp

    

For Betsafe, sign up at ThisIsTheNuts and write in “bonusbots” as your 
referral code when you sign up:  

www.thisisthenuts.com

  

Playboy Poker doesn’t offer rakeback and thus is of questionable value, unless 
you are a single guy and interested in some of the rather unique rewards that 
they offer.  

Note: If you already have accounts at these rooms and are unable to get 
rakeback as a result, we would recommend going for the smallest bonuses and 
playing strictly tournaments.  

http://tinyurl.com/26ummp


 
Strategy  

Just because those casinos advertise large juicy monthly bonuses in addition to 
a decent rakeback program being available, that doesn’t mean you should just 
dive in and try to cash the largest bonuses. You need to use your head for 
something other than a hat rack and plan your attack. Carefully reviewing the 
bonus terms and doing a little research on sites like bonuswhores.com will go a 
long ways towards developing a profitable approach.  

It turns out that the larger bonuses are harder to clear – not just because you 
have to play more to clear them, but because you have to proportionally play 
more, dollar for dollar, to clear them. This could be enough to turn you from a 
profitable botter to a break-even botter or even a slight loser overall. You must 
pay attention to the details!  

Fortunately I have done some of the footwork for you and can give you some 
recommendations. Keep in mind that this is for the month I am writing this in, and 
bonus offers have a habit of changing terms - so you need to keep up on it. If that 
kind of research drives you nuts you can stay abreast of things in our forum.  

In general, the smaller bonuses are better. This is because you can clear them 
at a faster rate. By sucking you into the bigger bonuses, these sites hope to trap 
you back into the hopeless grip of the rake. The Crytpos use an MPP formula for 
releasing bonuses, and the smaller the bonus the better the formula is for the 
player. MPP points are earned dollar for dollar so they are easy to figure out.  

For example, Betsafe has a choice of a $200 bonus at 5 x MPP or a $1,000 
bonus at 8.4 MPP. That means to get past the first $200 on the $1,000 bonus 
you need to give 1.68 times the action you would if you were just clearing the 
$200 bonus. To put it another way, according to bonuswhores.com the $200 
bonus clears at about $7.11 per hour while the $1,000 bonus only clears at $4.23 
per hour. That’s a difference of $2.88 per hour being paid to you for playing, 
and could easily erase all your botting profits and possibly even make you come 
out a loser instead of a winner. Get it?  

Therefore it’s much better to go for four $200 bonuses at four different poker 
rooms than one $800 bonus. I’m not saying that no bonus over $200 is worth 
going for. In fact the $500 bonus at Betsafe for 6.8 MPP might very well be the 
best choice, depending on how many hours you are putting in and how many 
bonuses you can clear in a month. But in general, keep an eye on these MPP 
figures and stick with the lower ones that are manageable. Maybe you won’t get 
rich from it, but at least you can grind out steady profits.  



Here are my recommended Crypto bonuses broken down for these five casinos 
for February 2008, and how they relate to the rakeback. This is just for illustration 
purposes of course, and is based on $1/2 six-max cash games.      

Room Bonus MPP Hourly Clear Rakeback 
Interpoker $200 5 $7.11 30% 
Poker Plex $250 6 $5.92 30% 
Betsafe $200 5 $7.11 23% 
Betsafe $500 6.8 $5.23 30% 
Littlewoods $200 7.5 $4.74 30% 
Playboy $200 5 $7.11 0 

 

So what you have to do is see how it all adds up. The playboy bonus seems 
good at first glance, but with no rakeback it might not even be worth pursuing. 
Interpoker has the best deal going this month.  
The Betsafe choices are interesting. The $500 bonus has a higher MPP but with 
the higher rakeback it’s probably the better option.   

I’d probably hit Littlewoods last. Because their bonus releases in stages, I might 
even stop early depending on my results for the month and my assessment of 
the current level of competition.  

Note: Those of you clearing the Littlewoods casino bonus every month using our 
Blackjack Bot probably have pending bonuses that you can clear in their poker 
room which you don’t even know about.  

The bottom line is probably somewhere around a $600 monthly profit, assuming 
12-hour days, a $2 hourly profit overall, and a few days off every month. That 
estimation is based on sticking with the lower MPP bonuses and the typical soft 
games found playing $1/2 limit holdem.   

**Note: Shortly after we released this bot the Cryptos raised their MPP 
requirements to around 8 even for the $200 bonuses and this affects profitability 
enormously. Chasing these bonuses may or may not be worth it under these 
circumstances. **     

Fishy Cash Games  




